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REMINDERS
As the weather begins to get warmer
please remember to bring suncream
and hats.

IMPORTANT DATES

WEBSITE

Thursday 1st April 2021 - end of half term (Easter
Holidays)

Don't forget to access our website for
updates, blogs, important
information and term dates.

Return Monday 19th April

We also ask that children continue
to wear trainers/suitable shoes.

Easter fundraiser from Good Friday

END OF TERM ROUND UP
As we come to the end of the spring term and approach the Easter holidays, we thought this
would be a nice opportunity to round up all the fantastic things that have happened at playgroup
this term. I am sure you will agree that despite COVID and all that it throws at us the staff and
children have adapted and continued to create a great learning environment for the children.
One of playgroups unique selling points is its wonderful location and we have continued to
explore this throughout the term. We have of course enjoyed Forest School every Thursday, as
well as regular afternoon walks to explore the local area and animals, playtime in the meadow
and of course lots of splashing in muddy puddles. This term has also seen the delivery of some
fantastic new equipment such as bikes and scooters and building blocks to promote physical
development as well as brand new puzzles and games.
The children have continued to learn through play and take part in activities with the staff
including, arts and crafts, and number and letter recognition. We have seen the children plant
seeds and create beautiful cards for mothers day and more recently create Easter paintings.
You will see from Tapestry that the children and staff are always busy exploring, taking risks,
learning new skills and developing as little learners.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff both at the setting and behind the
scenes, as well as the trustees and our wonderful families. This hasn't been an easy term, with
many families and staff juggling work and home school but together as always we have pulled
together and ensured a safe, secure and fun place for our children to learn and develop. We
hope you have a lovely Easter with your families and look forward to welcoming you back for the
summer term.

www.csgplaygroup.co.uk

GOVERNMENT UPDATE

FUNDRAISING

COVID TESTING

EASTER EVENTS
The following government guidance, has been updated as of 19th March
2021: Households and bubbles of pupils, students and staff of schools,
nurseries and colleges: get rapid lateral flow tests.
Parents and other adults in households with children or staff at nursery,
who do not have symptoms, can now also access regular, rapid
coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support
bubbles.
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible.
Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, wearing face coverings, and
maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing
transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our
everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to
protect each other.
One in three people with Covid are asymptomatic – meaning they have
no symptoms of the virus and could spread it without knowing.
The following blog outlines five things you need to know about home
testing:
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/24/five-things-you-need-toknow-about-home-testing/
Parents eligible for £500 Test and Trace support payments if children are
self-isolating
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by
their education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply
for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria.
The Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which provides a £500
payment to those on certain benefits or low incomes who are required
to self-isolate, has been extended to the parents and carers of children
who cannot work because their child or children are required to selfisolate.
This is limited to one parent or guardian per household for the child's
self-isolation period, and parents must meet all the relevant meanstested eligibility criteria. The payment ensures that parents receive the
financial support they need if they are unable to attend work due to
childcare responsibilities. More details can be found here: Parents
eligible for £500 Test and Trace support payments if children are selfisolating | early years alliance (eyalliance.org.uk)

As many of you are aware
we haven't been able to do
big events to help us raise
money since March 2020
when we first went into
Lockdown. We have had
the Easter Egg hunt
cancelled for 2 years now
and our May fun day will
also have to be cancelled
again. Therefore we are
holding more "mini
fundraisers". We are very
grateful to all of our
families who are
supporting us at this
difficult time.
Our next fundraisers are:
The Sunflower Growing
Competition and our
Easter Egg hunt.

TENNIS AT PLAYGROUP

TAPESTRY

CSG TENNIS CLUB

Playgroup Tennis Sessions every Tuesday afternoon from 20 April until
Tuesday 20 July.

We are delighted to be able to sponsor, for the Summer Term, the new
Mini Tennis Tots course, at our Chalfont St.Giles Tennis Club.
The sessions will be 45 minutes long and the focus will be on building all
the skills which form the foundations of tennis.
There will be plenty of fun co-ordination & agility exercises, balance, and
movement, sending and receiving skills, as well as fun ball activities and
racket and ball skills.
We will use lots of different colourful equipment to help make the
sessions even more fun.
As a general lesson plan, the children will all do a warm-up together then
we will do a number of different 5-minute activities in smaller groups or
pairs. We will finish with a fun game.
The children will also be improving their learning how to work with a
partner, listening skills and dexterity.
The sessions will be run by Club Coach, Mark Schofield and assisted by
parent Cathy Hollies along with the Playgroup Staff.
We look forward to welcoming you onto the court soon!

Parental engagement has taken a whole
new meaning through Tapestry. The
simplicity of two-way recording between
school and parent allows you to view
your child’s learning journey daily.
Teacher observations are centered on
the latest government expectations in
Early years, known as ‘Early Learning
Goals’. Being exposed to these areas of
development, allows you to gain an
insight into your child’s learning
environment and how they’re
progressing throughout their time in
Preschool.
Through pictures, videos and written
observation, teachers provide a fully
visual platform where you can also
comment and add your observations as
a parent.
We would like to encourage all
parents/carers to add photos and
comments via Tapestry which show how
your child is developing at home, You
might add a photo of an activity you are
doing together, or a video of a new skill
they have learnt or simply a photo of a
drawing they have done.
We can then add this to your child's
tracker and also bring activities from
home into playgroup. For example if you
have cooked authentic food from a
country we could extend that and try
foods in the setting too.
Between now and Easter we will be
keeping a log of all the parent
observations and entering all
parents who add weekly
observations/photos into a prize
draw! You have got to be in it to win
it!
If you are unsure of how to add an
observation please speak to a member
of staff. I will also post a how to video on
Facebook.
Thanks
Sarah

Easter Fundraiser
Please join us on our annual Easter Egg Hunt. You will find all detail on our
website www.csgplaygroup.co.uk

